
Regular Spencer Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting 
 

Monday, May 11, 2026 
8:15 AM 

Council Chambers, City Hall 
101 W. 5th Street 

Spencer, Iowa 
 

Agenda 
 

Waller     Mechler     Schmidt     Beneke     McAlpine     Storey     Greenough  

1. Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Roll Call 

3. Motion Adoption 

 A. Approve Minutes of March 23, 2026 

4. Old Business 

 A. Adjust Request for Variance - Donavon & Lisa Wunschel 1304 15th Ave W 
Spencer, IA 51301 

1. To request a variance to move the newly reconstructed 34.8 ft W x 63.4 
ft L x 20 ft H storage building from the non-conforming / crossing 
property line location at N edge of property to a new location at the 
south end of the property up to within 25 ft of the W (front) property line 
and up to within 13 ft of the E (rear) property line.  

  

At 4008 4th Ave W, TR 642' X 33' X 652' X 144' IN THE NW NW & 
SW NW W OF RR 31-97-36 L & I in the City of Spencer, Clay County 
Iowa. 

  

Motion to Approve the Variance Request with / without conditions: 

  

or 

  

Motion to Deny the Variance Request 
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5. New Business 

 A. None 

6. Items for Future Agendas 

 A. June 1, 2026 Regular Scheduled Meeting - 1 Item 

7. Adjourn 
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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  
March 23, 2026 
SPENCER, IOWA 
 

The Zoning Board of Adjustment of the City of Spencer, Iowa, met in Regular Session on the 
23rd day of March, 2026, at 8:15 o'clock A.M., in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Spencer, Iowa, 
pursuant to law, to adjournment and to the rules of said Zoning Board of Adjustment. 

 
 The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Waller, and the roll being called, there were 

present:  
 
PRESENT:  Waller, Mechler, Schmidt, Beneke, McAlpine, Storey, Greenough 
ABSENT:    None 

 
It was moved by Board Member Beneke, seconded by Board Member McAlpine to approve the 

minutes of the Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting of February 2, 2026. The motion was carried when 
all Board Members present voted aye on voice call vote. 
 

The Board received a request from Donavon & Lisa Wunschel, 1304 15th Ave W, Spencer, 
IA 51301-2965. Donavon Wunschel, 1304 15th Ave W, was present and spoke. Adam Severson, 
Planning Director, spoke. The Board received one written comment in favor of from Ken Amundson, 
President of Midwestern Mechanical, Inc. The request was for a variance to re-construct a storage 
building (damaged more than 50%) up to within 0 ft of the W (front) property line and up to within 0 
ft of the E (rear) property line at 4008 4th Ave W, TR 642’ X 33’ X 652’ X 144’ IN THE NW NW & 
SW NW W OF RR 31-97-36 L & I in the City of Spencer, Clay County Iowa. It was moved by 
Board Member Mechler, seconded by Board Member McAlpine to approve as presented subject to 
approval of the City Council. Board Member Greenough made a motion to amend to approve as 
presented subject to approval by City Council of Infringing Use Agreement and/or Easement 
Agreement for the building only. Council Member Schmidt seconded.  
 

Upon roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follows: 
 
AYES:  Waller, Mechler, Schmidt, Beneke, McAlpine, Storey, Greenough 
NAYS:  None 
 
The motion was declared carried. 
 
The Board approved original motion made with amendment to approve as presented subject 

to approval by City Council of Infringing Use Agreement and/or Easement Agreement for the 
building only.  

 
Upon roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follows: 
 
AYES: Waller, Mechler, Beneke, McAlpine, Storey, Greenough 
NAYS: Schmidt 
 
The motion was declared carried. 
 
Items for Future Agendas:  
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It was moved by Board Member Beneke, seconded by Board Member McAlpine to adjourn the 
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment at 8:59 o'clock A.M.  The motion was declared carried when 
all Board Members present voted aye on voice call vote. 
 
 

            
      Steve Waller, Chair 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Kellerie Burns, Deputy City Clerk 
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CITY OF SPENCER 

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING  
8:15 o’clock A.M. 

May 11, 2026 

Council Chambers, City Hall 
101 West 5th Street, Spencer, Iowa 

 

 
 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 

You are hereby notified that Donavon & Lisa Wunschel have re-filed an adjusted 
Variance request with the Zoning Board of Adjustment requesting: 
 
To request a variance to move the newly reconstructed 34.8 ft W x 63.4 ft L x 20 ft H 
storage building from the non-conforming / crossing property line location at N edge of 
property to a new location at the south end of the property up to within 25 ft of the W 
(front) property line and up to within 13 ft of the E (rear) property line.   

 
At 4008 4th Ave W, TR 642' X 33' X 652' X 144' IN THE NW NW & SW NW W OF RR 
31-97-36 L & I in the City of Spencer, Clay County Iowa. 

 
A public hearing will be held on the 11th day of May 2026 at 8:15 o'clock A.M. in person 
or through conference call.  Any interested persons will be heard for or against said 
proposition at said time. 

  
                                       Mary Beth Breidinger, City Clerk 

Secretary 

Zoning Board of Adjustment  

 

  

Posted on Property  5-1-2026  
 

Sent to Applicant  5-1-2026             
 

Sent to Adjacent 
Property Owners    5-1-2026  
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OWNER: 
 

Donavon & Lisa Wunschel 
1304 15th Ave W 
Spencer, IA 51301-2965 

 
 
ABUTTING PROPERTIES: 
 
 D&T Office, LLC 
 17214 Walnut Lane 
 Spirit Lake, IA 51360-6837 
 
 City of Spencer 
 Attn: Kevin Robinson 
 101 W 5th St 
 Spencer, IA 51301-3821 
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